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Commedia dell’Arte Characters

Misers, Scholars, Other Merchants, Tutors, and Old Wives & Widows

Presentation and Discussion

Here we assume you already know what Commedia dell’Arte is in a broad sense, and we discuss
what we know and what can be interpreted about the old people, both male and female, who
appear in these stories. The two most common ones are Pantalone/Magnifico and the
Dottore/Graziano, though there are many plays in which Coviello is also in this category.

This session starts with a lecture/presentation but moves on to include the attendees
improvising some scenes from old play outlines in which these self-important characters show
who they are and what they are about, in both happy times, and miserable times.
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