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Commedia dellArte Acting

A Hands-On Workshop in 16" Century Acting Methods

There are about 400 play outlines (scenarios) still extant from before about 1620. Because this
style of theater fell into relative disuse for a few centuries, the information we have about how
actors performed them was scant. Our recent research has recovered some direct knowledge of
how they went about it, and what they thought would appeal to their audiences. This in
combination with other known sources, and experience allows up to teach you something very
close to the truth of the matter.

In this workshop, students will learn several key rules to follow and get some practice doing it.
These skills are adjacent to modern ideas about how to perform long-form narrative improv and
so are not going to be completely new to anyone. What we add is detail and context.
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