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Commedia dell’Arte for Kids

A Hands-On Workshop in Historic Acting Methods

Do you have a group of kids ages 6 through 13? Do they like play acting, but not memorizing
lines? Do they want to get up on stage and perform stories for the theater? Do we have a theater
form for you!

We list this as a single 90 minute session, but we can also take this same group of kids and after
ten sessions have them ready to perform a 45 to 60 minute play for an audience. For the kids
workshops we prefer to make sure that an adult that the kids already know and are comfortable
with be part of the program.

Along the way the kids get experience inventing bits related to their parts, and each kid has an
unusually large amount of ownership for their part of the play. We have found that these
practices are excellent for developing creativity and also respect for the creativity of others. On
top of that the kids who participate in this get exposed to an artform that may seem obscure, and
yet is important to understanding theater, as well as where Batman villain Harley Quinn got her
name.
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