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Introduction To Commedia dell’Arte  
What it Was, and What made it Famous and Popular  

Presentation and Discussion  
 

Commedia dell’Arte was an amazingly popular form of theater from the mid-Sixteenth Century 
through the mid-Eighteenth Century, and aspects of this style of production still echo today in 
our culture and our approach of narrative entertainment. From this presentation, you will get 
more familiar with the names and terms used to describe it. 

This short presentation is targeted to both actors who will go on to work on these characters and 
these styles of acting, and for people interested in cultural history. For either of these, we have 
tracks of other presentations and workshops that get into more detail about the specifics of the 
plays and characters that are known from extant materials from before about 1620. After this 
time, Commedia dell’Arte became a bit more stylized, and intertwined with what is now Opera 
and Ballet. That is another interesting topic, but not what we look at here. 
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