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Inventing Lazzi

A Hands-On Workshop for Inventing Physical Bits for Shows

In the 400 or so extant play outlines from before about 1620, there are thousands of mentions of
‘lazzi’ (‘lazzo’ when singular) in the scene descriptions Sometimes these are as weakly described
as “... and they do their lazzi”; other times it is more specific, such as “They do the Lazzo of the

Enchanted Window”, in which some context and knowledge of contemporary literature gives big
clues what these lazzi are about.

In this workshop, people attending will look at some of these situations in scenes, and invent
their own lazzi, with an eye toward what will excite and hold the attention of the audience.



	A Hands-On Workshop for Inventing Physical Bits for Shows

