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Scenario Workshop Act-Through

This is a core part of what we are doing

There is no cost to participate in this workshop.

There are about 400 known Commedia dell’Arte scenarios extant in manuscripts from before
about 1620. There’s another 40 or so whose dates haven’t been obvious yet. We are doing a big
project to transcribe, translate to English, make playable versions. We play-through these
scenarios to make them well known to us, and suitable for publishing. There are enough
scenarios to work on that these sessions will continue at least through the year 2033.

In the process, actors become familiar with the characters of the Commedia dell’Arte plays and
learn through many anecdotes the real sense of what these plays were, and how they were
performed. This is both the history of theater research from primary sources, and a lot of fun
with no or little stress.

These workshops are typically on Zoom, though sometimes they are in-person. They are not
recorded, and no one judges your acting, though you’ll get occasional praise for doing something
amazing. No prior knowledge is required. We like people to come to multiple workshops if they
are enjoying it, but there is no need for continuity or commitment to always be there. If you plan
to be at one of these workshops, please let us know, and we will send you the URL for the Zoom
session, and send this week’s scenario in whatever form it is currently in.

At this writing in March of 2025 the sessions are usually on Tuesdays at 7:30PM Eastern US
Time, but we anticipate starting other weekly sessions in September in a time convenient for
people in the UK and Western Europe, as well as one convenient for people on the West Coast of
the US. We're also in discussion about starting sessions for Australians.
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